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LETTER FROM THE L4A TEAM


Dear Supporter,





Firstly, we would like to thank you for your ongoing commitment and support and wish you all the best for a successful 2009! Our success in providing valuable services to elderly people is dependent on us continuing to work in partnership with you over the coming year.





As you will see from this newsletter, we are now calling our organisation Learning for the Fourth Age. We have also launched our website, which is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.u4a.org.uk" ��www.u4a.org.uk� for the time being. Feel free to log on, have a browse and please pass your comments on to us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:melissa_march@hotmail.com" ��melissa_march@hotmail.com�.





We launched our ‘Adopt’ a Care Home scheme in October 2008. It allows individuals to donate time and money to specific care homes or businesses to both sponsor and volunteer in one care home. If you know of any individuals, companies or organisations that might like to ‘adopt’ a care home, please contact us at the above address.





ADULT LEARNERS’ WEEK May might seem a long way off but we are keen to get involved in celebrating the ongoing achievements of residents with L4A. Two residents so far have been suggested for individual learner awards but feel free to request a nomination form from us if you feel others are deserving also. The deadline is 21st January. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.niace.org.uk" ��www.niace.org.uk� for more info.





FURTHER THANKS�We would also like to thank our sponsors for their belief in what we all do for adults who live in care homes in the UK:�The Sir Thomas White Loan Charity�Leicester Indigent Old Age Society�VCashpoint�THANK YOU!�Our work could not continue without you.





NEW TRAINING IN DEVELOPMENT�In the latter half of 2008, we evaluated and reviewed the training of our learning mentors with the help of a specialist. The next stage is for us to develop a training programme for our Coordinators. Coordinators would take on the role of key contact between a care home, other volunteers, residents and Learning for the Fourth Age directors. We also welcome suggestions for a programme of stand alone training sessions on topics such as dementia. What topics would you like to have covered?  Let us know! Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:melissa_march@hotmail.com" ��melissa_march@hotmail.com� 





Silver Surfing�Learning for the Fourth Age has been planning a project at a Leicester care home to introduce a learning community, a large part of which would be laptop computers, internet access and training for both residents and staff. We are very excited about the project and hope to receive grant funding soon. In particular, we would like to thank to Rob Hunter who has been key in driving it forward.





Finally, we would like to leave you with the great news that we have been nominated for an award as the most innovative business idea in the East Midlands Women of Worth competition. We find out how we do on March 5th 2009. Fingers crossed!





Learning for the Fourth Age is a not for profit social enterprise delivering learning opportunities for older people. Registered company number 06586595.








